FIRST OVER EVEREST
the ill-equipped landing-field as our eyes met the wreck of our
poor Fox Moth. Here at Allahabad the two great rivers, Jumna
and Ganges, meet and here on the tongue of land at the con-
fluence stands the huge red battlemented fortress of the
Moguls, visible from afar by its wireless masts. For Allahabad,
rather than Delhi, was the old centre of Mogul military power.
It commanded the junction of the two rivers of Hindustan. In
those days rivers were the highways of commerce and even of
strategy. To-day the fort with a garrison of British infantry
looks out upon the great steel girders which carry the main
lines of rail down to Calcutta and the distant sea.
"On we flew through the unwelcome bumps which the heat
of the midday sun brought painfully to our notice. This time
we passed north of Sasaram, with its imposing palace tomb of
Sher Shah, Mogul Emperor, and of Gaya, that old stronghold
of the Dutch venturers in the East Indies, over which their
descendants now operate their weekly service of Fokker mono-
planes.
"Instead we made our way over die big white houses of green
and leafy Patna and its pleasant seeming suburbs of Barrackpore
and Bankipore. One might assume that Barrackpore is so called
from the fact that since the early days of the Honourable
Company there have been the barracks of British troops there,
and possibly of French Royal troops before them. One would
like to think that Bankipore, standing so picturesquely along
the tree-bordered Ganges banks, derives its name from that
fact. We were disappointed to find it otherwise. In the slang
of the sixteenth century Mogul upper ten, the Banki-Log were
the 'smart set,' and so Bankipore was their abiding place, the
Mayfak or Belgravia of that world.
"Now the country below us had changed again. The open
brown spaces of Hindustan had given way to the park-like
landscapes of Bengal, full of green trees, square ponds and lakes,
with wooden and wattle huts of thatch, occasionally surrounded
by palm trees.
"Now the Ganges changed from our left to our right hand;
144

